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REIGATE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

For  the  year  1908. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  District 

Council, 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1908,  which  is  prepared  in  accordance  with  Article  18 
of  the  Order  of  the  Local  Government  Board  of  March,  1891. 


In  their  revised  memorandum  issued  for  this  purpose, 
the  Board  indicate  the  chief  headings  under  which  they 
require  the  Report  to  be  prepared,  and  state  “  it  is  expected 
that  each  of  the  preceding  points  will  be  mentioned  in  the 
Annual  Report.”  Consequently  an  apology  for  repeating 
some  of  the  information  appearing  in  my  previous  Reports 
is  perhaps  unnecessary,  and  I  propose  to  deal  seriatim  with 
the  subjects  on  which  the  Board  desire  information. 


Physical  Features  and  General  Character  of  the 
District:  Occupations  of  the  Inhabitants. 

The  district  is  mostly  of  an  undulating  character, 
divided  roughly  into  two  portions  by  the  line  of  the 
North  Downs.  The  northern  portion  varies  in  elevation 
from  about  300  to  700  feet,  and  the  southern  from  about 
150  to  450  feet  above  O.D. 
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The  subsoil  of  the  northern  portion  is  chiefly  chalk,  in 
some  places  practically  bare,  in  others  covered  by  varying 
thicknesses  of  brick  earth,  gravel  and  clay.  In  the  southern 
portion  the  subsoil  is  principally  Weald  Clay  with  a  few 
pockets  of  gravel  here  and  there.  Towards  the  North 
Downs,  however,  there  are  narrow  outcrops  of  the  Lower 
Greensand  and  Gault  running  east  and  west. 

The  greater  part  of  the  District  is  residential  or 
agricultural  in  character,  and  the  only  factory  of  any  size 
is  the  Lanston  Monotype  Works  in  the  parish  of  Horley. 
There  are  lime  works  in  Betchworth  and  Merstham,  and  a 
few  brickfields  in  various  parishes. 

House  Accommodation  for  the  Working  Classes,  etc. 

In  the  company  of  your  late  Sanitary  Inspector,  I  made 
house-to-house  inspections  during  the  year  of  between  250 
and  300  houses  in  Chaldon,  Nutfield,  Burstow,  Horley, 
Cliipstead,  and  Walton-on-the-Hill.  The  sanitary  defects 
found  were  noted  by  him,  but  I  regret  to  say  that,  owing  to 
the  circumstances  leading  to  his  departure,  many  of  the 
insanitary  conditions  were  not  followed  up,  and  the  labour 
has  to  that  extent  been  lost. 

The  dwellings  in  the  different  parishes  vary  from  the 
ancient  wooden  cottage  with  thatched  roof,  to  the  recently 
constructed  brick  building  with  damp-courses  and  other 
sanitary  provisions  required  by  modern  bye-laws.  The 
smallest  tenement  of  which  I  have  any  note  is  an  old 
two-roomed  cottage  with  a  very  small  garden,  and  a 
wash-house  common  to  this  and  the  adjoining  cottage,  and 
letting  for  3s.  6d.  a  week.  It  is,  however,  provided  with 
the  public  water  supply.  The  lowest  rent  that  I  have 
recorded  is  a  very  old  brick  cottage  with  two  bedrooms,  a 
living  room,  and  scullery,  and  a  considerable  garden,  letting 
for  Is.  3d.  In  this  instance  the  w^ater  supply  is  from  a  well. 


Possibly  the  low  rental  is  to  be  accounted  for  by  the 
smallness  of  the  windows  and  other  signs  of  age,  the  usual 
figure  for  this  class  of  accommodation  in  the  more  rural 
portions  of  your  District  being  from  3s.  6d.  to  4s.  (id.  In 
parts  of  some  parishes  a  comparatively  modern  cottage  with 
two  bedrooms,  two  living  rooms  and  scullery,  a  fair  sized 
garden,  and  the  public  water  supply,  can  be  obtained  for 
3s.  6d.,  whilst  a  third  bedroom  adds  Is.  to  Is.  6d.  to  the 
rental.  No  doubt  supply  and  demand  play  a  large  part  in 
this  matter,  as  the  rents  for  similar  accommodation  vary 
considerably  in  different  localities.  In  the  more  sparsely 
populated  districts  it  is  the  exception  to  find  a  cottage 
untenanted. 

Occasionally  in  some  of  the  older  villages  there  has  been  a 
tendency  to  the  overcrowding  of  dwellings  on  site,  but 
there  are  very  few  cottages  which  are  hemmed  in  to  any 
extent  by  other  buildings. 

The  building  bye-laws,  recently  approved  by  the  Local 
Government  Board,  are  in  force  throughout  the  District,  and 
supervision  over  new  buildings  is  exercised  by  the  Surveyor. 


I  made  representations  under  Sec.  30  of  the  Housing  of 
the  Working  Classes  Act,  Part  II,  with  reference  to  three 
old  cottages  at  Outwood,  belonging  to  the  same  owner.  The 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  carrying  out  the  necessary 
alterations  and  repairs  were  financial  ones,  the  property 
being  mortgaged  up  to  nearly  its  full  value,  and  the  owner 
being  a  working  man  with  only  small  earnings.  However, 
after  receipt  of  the  notices,  the  more  urgent  defects  were 
taken  in  hand,  and  the  rest  of  the  work  required  will  receive 
the  attention  of  your  present  Sanitary  Inspector.  This  is, 
I  think,  preferable  to  having  the  houses  closed,  as  the 
tenants  would  find  considerable  difficulty  in  obtaining  other 
accommodation  in  the  neighbourhood. 


Your  Surveyor  informs  me  that  69  new  houses  have 
been  occupied  during  the  year — 12  in  Horley  and 
Kingswood  ;  9  in  Cliarlwood  ;  8  in  Chipstead  ;  6  in  Burs  tow,. 
Merstham,  and  Walton-on-the-Hill  ;  5  in  Betchworth  ;  4  in 
Nutfield  ;  and  1  in  Leigh. 

Water  Supply  of  the  District. 

The  mains  of  the  East  Surrey  Water  Company  ramify 
through  all  the  parishes  except  that  of  Kingswood.  This- 
supply  is  constant,  ample  in  quantity,  and  the  results  of  the 
periodical  analyses  are  invariably  satisfactory.  The  water  is 
derived  from  deep  wells  bored  into  the  chalk  at  Ivenley  and 
Purley,  and  the  softening  process  has  the  effect  of  practically 
eliminating  all  the  “  temporary  ”  hardness.  Storage  cisterns 
in  the  houses  are  unnecessary.  In  spite  of  the  fact  that  the 
hardness  has  been  reduced  to  about  4°  Clark,  the  water 
appears  to  have  no  solvent  action  on  lead,  even  when  a 
considerable  surface  of  the  metal  has  been  exposed  to  the 
water  for  twenty-four  hours.  No  case  of  lead-poisoning 
from  the  use  of  the  water  has  come  under  my  notice. 

A  considerable  number  of  cottages  in  the  area  of  this 
supply  are  provided  with  wells.  Where  the  mains  are  near 
at  hand,  and  the  wells  yield  unsatisfactory  results  on 
analysis,  the  owners  are  required  to  connect  to  the  mains. 
I  have  examined  the  supplies  of  10  cottages  during  the  year,, 
only  one  of  these  being  of  good  quality. 

In  the  parish  of  Kingswood,  according  to  a  recent  return 
furnished  by  the  Parish  Council,  108  houses  are  supplied 
with  water  by  Mr.  Taylor,  29  by  the  Sutton  Water  Co.,  and 
31  otherwise.  The  last  group  are  chiefly  served  by  rain¬ 
water  tanks.  I  referred  to  this  subject  at  length  in  my 
Annual  Report  for  1906.  In  the  early  part  of  1908  your 
Council  appointed  a  Committee  to  consider  whether  steps 
could  be  taken  to  put  the  water  supply  of  the  Parish  on  a 
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better  basis,  and  communications  were  established  with  Mr. 
Taylor,  the  Sutton  Water  Co.,  and  the  East  Surrey  Water  Co. 
As  a  result  a  Company,  which  is  applying  for  statutory 
powers,  has  been  formed,  and  a  well  is  already  being  bored 
into  the  Lower  Greensand  at  the  foot  of  the  Reigate  Hills, 
within  the  Borough.  It  appears  likely,  therefore,  that 
Kingswood  will  have  the  much-needed  proper  supply  in  the 
early  future,  if  the  expectations  of  the  Company  are  fulfilled. 

Milk  Supply. 

There  are  between  90  and  100  registered  cowsheds  in 
the  District,  the  number  fluctuating  slightly  year  by  year. 
I  described  in  detail  their  construction  and  condition  in  my 
last  Annual  Report.  Many  of  them  require  structural 
alterations,  as  I  then  pointed  out,  but,  since  new  milk  legisla¬ 
tion  was  anticipated,  I  suggested  that  it  might  be  desirable  to 
wait  for  a  few  months,  especially  as  I  was  commencing  a 
series  of  analyses  on  the  water  supplies  of  the  farms  which 
relied  on  wells.  Further  action  was  rendered  impossible  by 
the  change  of  Sanitary  Inspectors,  but  improvements  in  the 
worst  sheds  should  be  proceeded  with  during  1909. 

Fifty  are  served  wholly  or  in  part  by  wells  or  similar 
sources.  I  have  examined  34  of  these  during  the  year,  and 
24  of  the  samples  are  bad.  The  remaining  samples  will,  I 
hope,  be  examined  during  1909. 

Regulations,  based  on  the  Model  Series,  were  adopted  in 
1899,  but  further  powers  are  necessary,  especially  with 
relation  to  the  surroundings  of  the  sheds  and  the  provision 
of  proper  washing  facilities  for  the  milkers,  before  the 
requisite  production  of  clean  milk  can  be  obtained. 

There  is  a  tendency  for  new  sheds  to  be  occupied  before 
your  Council  has  had  an  opportunity  of  deciding  whether 
the  provisions  as  regards  ventilation,  lighting,  water-supply, 
etc.,  are  sufficient.  Apparently  existing  and  intending 
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cowkeepers  are  unaware  of  the  clauses  of  the  Dairies, 
Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Order  of  1885,  and,  in  a  rural 
district,  it  is  often  impossible  for  a  Sanitary  Inspector  to 
become  aware  that  a  barn  or  stable  has  been  adapted  for 
cow-keeping  for  months,  or  perhaps  years,  after  it  has  taken 
place. 

The  various  milkshops  have  been  periodically  inspected. 

Tuberculosis. 

In  large  towns,  where  samples  of  milk  are  systematically 
examined  for  the  presence  of  the  tubercle  bacillus,  a 
considerable  proportion  is  found  to  be  so  infected.  Thus  of 
92  samples  of  country  milk  examined  on  behalf  of  the 
London  County  Council  during  1908,  no  less  than  22  (28*9 
per  cent.)  were  found  to  be  tuberculous.  As  a  result  the 
Veterinary  Inspector  of  the  County  Council  examined  the 
cows  at  19  of  the  farms,  and  discovered  10  cows  with 
tuberculous  udders  by  visual  and  manual  inspection  only. 

A 

Some  authorities  state  that  as  many  as  20  per  cent,  of 
milch  cows  are  tuberculous,  though  only  about  one  in  20  or 
20  of  these  have  tuberculous  udders. 

The  necessity  for  a  periodical  systematic  examination  of 
all  cows  by  a  veterinary  surgeon  is  obvious,  and  is  admitted 
by  all  parties,  the  only  point  at  issue  being  at  whose  expense 
the  cost  shall  be  borne.  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  are  practically  helpless  in  the  matter,  as 
they  have  no  general  powers  for  examining  the  animals,  and, 
for  the  identification  of  anything  except  advanced  cases  of 
tuberculosis,  special  knowledge  and  a  systematic  examination 
is  essential.  Even  when  suspicious  cases  are  met  with,  as  is 
not  uncommon,  unless  the  owner  can  be  persuaded  to  call  in 
a  veterinary  surgeon,  the  only  steps  which  can  be  taken  are 
to  warn  the  owner  of  the  penalties  to  which  he  is  liable  if 
he  sells  the  milk  of  tuberculous  cows.  Occasionally  the 
particular  animal  has  disappeared  before  the  next  visit. 
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Other  Foods  :  Slaughterhouses,  etc. 

There  are  now  13  registered  slaughter-houses  in  your 
District,  namely  3  each  in  the  Parishes  of  Burstow  and 
Horley  ;  2  each  in  those  of  Betchworth  and  Charlwood  ; 
and  1  each  in  those  of  Merstham,  Nutfield,  and  Kingswood. 
The  structures  are  new  as  regards  the  one  at  Kingswood,  and 
one  of  the  Burstow  and  Horley  slaughter-houses,  whilst  a 
new  one  has  been  completed  and  occupied  in  Charlwood 
during  the  last  few  months  of  the  year,  in  place  of  an  old 
and  unsatisfactory  building.  Two  more  of  the  older 
premises  are  not  all  that  could  be  desired  :  one  of 
them  especially,  immediately  adjoining  a  stable,  is  very 
unsatisfactory,  but  your  Council  can  do  nothing  in  the 
matter. 

The  provisions  of  Secs.  29,  30,  and  31  of  the  Public 
Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890,  are  now  in  force 
throughout  the  District,  and  your  Council  wisely  decided  to 
grant  short  terminable  licences  only  to  new  slaughter-houses  ; 
this  has  been  effected  with  regard  to  the  new  premises  in 
Horley,  Burstow,  and  Kingswood  Parishes. 

As  a  result  of  systematic  house-to-house  inspection  in 
the  southern  portion  of  Burstow  parish,  your  Inspector  and 
I  discovered  an  unregistered  building  that  had  been  used  for 
slaughtering  during  something  like  13  years  past.  It  was 
standing  back  from  the  road,  and,  with  a  few  structural 
alterations,  makes  a  not  unsatisfactory  slaughter-house. 

All  these  premises  have  been  inspected  from  time  to 
time  during  the  year.  No  unsound  meat  has  been  found  in 
any  of  them. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. 

Portions  of  the  Parishes  of  Horley,  Merstham,  Nutfield, 
and  Charlwood  are  sewered.  Between  700  and  800  houses 
in  Horley,  between  300  and  400  in  Merstham,  about  200  in 
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Nuffield,  and  a  few  in  Chari  wood  are  connected.  A  tender 
for  sewering  Hurst  Road,  Grove  Road,  and  Meath  Green 
Lane,  Horley,  has  been  accepted  during  the  year. 

The  sewage  from  the  various  parishes  is  treated  on 
small  farms  by  irrigation.  The  effluents  sooner  or  later  find 
their  way  into  the  River  Mole,  and  are  kept  under  supervision 
by  the  officers  of  the  Thames  Conservancy  Board. 

Elsewhere,  the  drainage  from  sinks,  wash-houses,  etc., 
is  usually  received  into  cesspools,  which  are,  or  should  be, 
emptied  as  required  by  the  occupiers  on  to  the  land  where 
such  is  available.  A  few  cottages  are  without  drains,  the 
slop  water  being  thrown  upon  the  garden.  These  methods 
answer  very  well  in  the  sparsely  populated  portions  of  the 
District,  where  ample  garden  space  is  available  and  the 
amount  of  sewage  is  not  great,  but  difficulties  not  infrequently 
arise,  either  from  the  ground  being  water  dogged  at  certain 
seasons  of  the  year,  or  from  the  garden  space  being 
inadequate  for  the  continual  reception  of  comparatively 
large  quantities  of  sewage.  In  the  portion  of  the  District 
where  the  chalk  is  near  the  surface,  a  method  finding 
considerable  favour  with  property  owners  is  to  connect 
the  interior  of  the  cesspool  with  the  chalk.  This  is  no 
doubt  convenient,  but  is  simply  providing  trouble,  and  not 
improbably  epidemics  of  water-borne  disease,  for  future 
generations.  Moreover,  it  is  inapplicable  for  the  bulk  of  the 
District.  As  portions  of  a  rural  district  begin  to  assume 
an  urban  or  semi- urban  character,  a  point  is  reached  at 
which  assistance  from  the  Local  Authority  is  needed  for 
the  disposal  of  sewage  if  sickness  is  to  be  prevented,  and 
this  must  be  either  in  the  direction  of  providing  facilities 
for  the  emptying  of  cesspools,  or  of  laying  sewers  and 
devising  small  installations  for  dealing  with  the  contents. 
The  latter  alternative  is  one  to  be  avoided  as  long  as  possible, 
and  the  former  has  received  the  consideration  of  your 
Council  on  several  occasions  during  the  year,  a  Committee 
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being  appointed  to  obtain  information  on  the  subject.  The 
Committee  met  on  July  14th,  and  their  report  was  received 
by  your  Council  on  August  5th  : 

That  the  danger  of  draining  into  the  chalk  is  not  an 
imaginary  one  is  indicated  by  the  epidemics  of  typhoid  fever 
that  have  arisen  in  England  and  elsewhere  from  this  cause, 
and  by  a  report  recently  made  to  the  Local  Government 
Board,  which  recommends  the  abandonment  of  the  chalk 
wells  supplying  an  East  Anglian  town  on  account  of  the 
danger  of  pollution  from  cesspools,  etc.  The  water  from 
chalk  wells  does  not  lend  itself  to  sand  filtration. 

Pollution  of  Rivers  and  Streams. 

Complaints  have  been  received  from  the  Thames 
Conservancy  Board  during  the  year  of  pollution  of 
tributaries  of  the  River  Mole  by  the  Gas  Works  at  Horley, 
and  by  premises  in  Cormonger’s  Lane,  Nutfield.  These  and 
other  pollutions  have  duly  received  the  attention  of  your 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

Excrement  Disposal. 

Except  where  sewers  are  present  the  usual  system  of 
disposal  is  the  pail  closet.  A  few  privy-cesspits  remain,  but, 
where  a  nuisance  occurs,  they  are  replaced  by  pails.  As 
regards^  the  water-closets,  a  considerable  number  were 
erected  some  years  ago  without  a  flushing  apparatus,  and 
not  infrequently  where  the  water  supply  is  from  a  well  only. 
Cisterns  are  gradually  being  provided  in  houses  where  the 
public  supply  is  available,  and  this  procedure  should  be 
adopted  in  every  instance. 

Removal  of  House  Refuse. 

Scavenging  by  contract  is  carried  out  in  portions  of 
Horley  and  Merstham  parishes.  Elsewhere  the  refuse  is 
dealt  with  by  the  tenants. 
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Nuisances. 

As  indicated  under  the  Section  dealing  with  housing, 
nuisances  have  not  received  the  usual  amount  of  attention 
during  the  year.  As  regards  recurring  nuisances,  I  may 
mention  the  sewage  installation  at  the  Lanston  Monotype 
Works  and  the  storage  of  manure  in  the  Goods  Yard  at 
Horley  Station,  this  being  brought  down  for  agricultural 
purposes.  A  considerable  amount  of  correspondence  has 
passed  between  the  Railway  Authorities  on  the  one  hand, 
and  the  District  and  Parish  Councils  on  the  other.  A 
satisfactory  solution  is  not  so  simple  as  might  be  thought  to 
be  the  case. 

Similarly  the  nuisance  at  the  Monotype  Works  is  one 
that  is  difficult  to  deal  with.  As  is  pointed  out  in  the 
recently  issued  Fifth  Report  of  the  Royal  Commission  on 
Sewage  Disposal,  a  certain  amount  of  smell  from  these 
installations  is  at  times  inevitable,  but  it  remains  a  question 
if  the  best  obtainable  results  are  being  got  from  the  plant. 
A  notice  was  served  on  the  owners  during  the  year  and 
some  improvement  resulted. 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings  :  Offensive  Trades. 

There  are  no  instances  of  either  class  of  premises  in 
the  District. 

Schools  :  Sanitary  Condition  :  Water  Supply  :  Action 
Taken  in  Relation  to  the  Health  of  the 

Scholars,  etc. 

There  are  19  separate  premises  occupied  as  Elementary 
Schools  in  the  District.  A  gradual  improvement  is  being 
effected  throughout  where  such  is  needed.  Entirely  new 
buildings  are  contemplated  at  Lowfield  Heath,  Charlwood, 
and  Walton-on-tlie-Hill  (for  infants),  and  considerable 
alterations  for  the  better  have  been  completed  at  Chipstead 
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and  Salfords.  The  East  Surrey  Water  Co.’s  supply  is  laid 
on  at  all  the  schools  except  that  in  Chaldon,  where  water 
has  to  be  fetched  from  the  adjoining  building. 

The  medical  inspection  of  the  children  under  the 
Education  (Administrative  Provisions)  Act,  1907,  is  carried 
out  by  special  Medical  Officers  acting  under  the  direction 
of  the  County  Council,  but  the  supervision  as  regards 
sanitary  matters  and  the  infectious  and  contagious  diseases 
is  in  the  hands  of  the  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health. 
The  head  teachers  notify  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of 
cases  of  these  diseases  occurring  in  the  schools,  and  also,  at 
times,  of  suspicious  cases  of  illness.  On  two  occasions 
(Walton-on-the-Hill  and  Leigh)  this  precaution  has 
undoubtedly  averted  epidemics  of  diphtheria,  as  children 
were  found  by  bacteriological  examination  to  be  suffering 
from  attacks  of  diphtheria,  (slight  at  Leigh,  moderately 
severe  at  Walton-on-the-Hill).  They  had  not  received 
medical  attention,  and  would  have  been  at  school  if  not 
discovered  in  this  manner. 

This  procedure  is  one  of  the  most  useful  measures  of 
preventive  medicine  which  can  be  utilised,  but  the  difficulty 
of  locomotion  and  lack  of  opportunity  prevent  it  from  being' 
more  widely  adopted,  as  it  is  only  under  favourable 
circumstances  that  time  can  be  spared  for  visiting  suspicious 
cases  of  illness.  The  alternative,  namely,  to  send  the 
parents  handbills  with  reference  to  slight  attacks  of 
diphtheria  (or  scarlet  fever),  is  practically  futile. 

Apart  from  this  I  have  paid  over  100  visits  to  the 
schools  during  the  year,  either  casually,  or  when  cases  of 
the  notifiable  diseases  have  occurred  among  the  children  :  in 
fact,  enquiries  in  connection  with  a  fresh  incidence  of 
scarlet  fever  or  diphtheria  in  a  parish  is  seldom  complete 
without  a  visit  to  the  school,  and  an  enquiry  into  the  causes 
of  absence  shown  in  tha  registers  for  several  previous  weeks. 
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If  necessary,  signs  of  peeling  among  the  children  are  looked 
for,  or  swabs  taken  from  the  throat  or  nose  for  bacteriological 
examination,  according  to  the  disease  under  consideration. 

Brockham  School  was  closed  for  four  weeks  from 
October  23rd  on  account  of  the  prevalence  of  scarlet  fever, 
copies  of  my  report  thereon  being  duly  forwarded  to  the 
Local  Government  Board  and  the  Surrey  County  Council, 
and  handbills  bearing  on  the  subject  were  distributed  to 
representatives  of  the  various  families  from  which  children 
attended  the  school. 

As  regards  measles  and  whooping  cough,  handbills  are 
sent  to  the  parents  of  children  notified  to  me  by  the  head 
teachers.  It  has  been  unnecessary  to  close  any  school  in 
1908  on  account  of  these  diseases. 

An  epidemic  of  the  contagious  disease  known  as 
Impetigo  occurred  among  the  boys  attending  Charlwood 
School  at  the  commencement  of  the  year,  between  a  quarter 
and  a  third  of  all  the  children  being  attacked.  The  disease 
was  obviously  being  chiefly  spread  at  school,  and  I 
recommended  closure  for  four  days  to  enable  a  thorough 
cleaning  and  disinfection  to  be  effected.  A  few  cases  have 
occurred  since,  but  the  procedure  appears  to  have  had  the 
desired  effect. 

Methods  of  Dealing  with  Infectious  Diseases. 

As  is  indicated  in  a  later  section,  all  but  a  small 
proportion  of  cases  of  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria  are 
removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  Nominally  this  provides 
accommodation  for  12  of  the  former,  and  8  of  the  latter 
class  ;  and  in  addition  there  are  3  beds  for  cases  of 
enteric  fever.  Disinfection  of  bedding,  etc.,  is  carried  out 
at  the  Hospital  by  means  of  a  “  Thresh  ”  machine. 
Disinfectants  and  soap  are  left  at  the  houses  where  cases 
are  notified,  and  the  rooms  occupied  by  the  patients  are 
dealt  with  either  by  the  use  of  a  spray  or  by  fumigation. 
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As  regards  diphtheria,  swabs  taken  from  the  throats  or 
noses  of  suspicions  cases  are  examined  bacteriologically  by 
myself,  and  similar  examinations  are  made  before  a 

-xJ  1 

patient  is  discharged  from  hospital.  To  a  limited  extent 
•swabs  are  also  taken  from  the  throats  of  persons  who  have 
been  exposed  to  infection. 

Antitoxic  serum  is  supplied  for  prophylactic  purposes 
by  the  Council  to  medical  practitioners. 

Table  III.  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  at  the  end 
of  this  report,  shows  the  number  of  cases  and  age  distribu¬ 
tion  of  the  notifiable  diseases  either  reported  by  medical 
practitioners  or  discovered  by  myself  during  the  year.  The 
following  table  indicates  the  parishes  in  which  the  cases 
occurred  : — 


Parish. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diph¬ 

theria. 

Ery¬ 

sipelas. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Total. 

Betch worth  ... 

16 

•  •  • 

1 

9  9  9 

17 

Burstow 

Q 

o 

1 

1 

9  9  9 

5 

Chaldon 

1 

•  0  • 

•  •  • 

9  9  9 

1 

Chipstead 

•  •  • 

2 

•  •  • 

1 

o 

O 

Gatton 

•  •  « 

1 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

1 

Horley 

1 

6 

1 

1 

9 

Kings  wood  ... 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

Leigh 

•  0  • 

1 

1 

9  9  9 

9 

hJ 

Merstham 

99 

rw 

6 

1 

9  9  9 

29 

Nutfield 

9 

•  •  • 

9 

hJ 

9  9  9 

11 

Walton-on-the-Hill 

4 

9 

hJ 

•  99 

9  9  9 

6 

Total  ... 

57 

19 

7 

2 

85 

Scarlet  Fever. 


Fifty-seven  cases  in  thirty-eight  different  dwelling's, 
were  heard  of  during  the  year,  a  number  slightly  above  the 
average  for  the  District,  but  less  by  eight  than  that  in  1907. 
All  but  three  were  removed  to  the  hospital.  The  only 
groups  calling  for  comment  are  those  in  the  parishes  of 
Merstham,  Betch worth,  and  Nutfield. 

In  my  report  for  1907  I  referred  to  a  considerable 
epidemic  of  the  disease  occurring  in  Merstham  during  the 
last  quarter.  In  January,  1908,  three  cases  in  different 
houses  probably  belong  to  the  same  outbreak,  inasmuch  as 
they  appear  to  have  been  connected  with  1907  cases 
discharged  from  the  hospital.  The  intervals  between  the 
return  home  of  one  child  and  the  onset  in  another  were- 
16,  19,  and  26  days  respectively. 

I  dealt  with  the  subject  of  so-called  “return  cases”  at 
some  length  in  the  previous  report.  It  stands  to  reason  that 
there  must  be  a  risk  in  sending  patients  home  direct  from 
that  portion  of  a  hospital  where  acute  cases  are  received. 
The  matter  is  engaging  considerable  attention  in  different 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  in  course  of 
time  reliable  information  will  be  gained  as  to  what  is  the 
most  likely  method  of  reducing  the  risk  to  practically  thy 
vanishing  point. 

A  case  of  scarlet  fever  occurring  in  February  had  no 
obvious  connection  with  previous  cases.  In  April  5  cases, 
were  heard  of,  four  being  in  one  house.  My  attention  was. 
directed  to  them  by  the  District  Nurse  :  they  had  apparently 
had  slight  attacks  in  March,  and  were  peeling  when  I  saw 
them  in  April.  Although  they  had  been  attending  school 
most  of  the  time,  only  one  other  case  could  be  traced  to 
them.  In  this  instance  the  infection  had  apparently  been 
introduced  from  a  neighbouring  sanitary  district.  In  May, 
July,  and  August,  single  cases  occurred,  and  in  September 
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three  children  in  one  house  were  probably  infected  by  a 
visitor.  In  October  there  were  two  isolated  cases,  and  in 
November  there  were  fi  ve  notifications,  three  being  in  one 
house,  with  a  probable  connection  between  all  five.  One  of 
them,  a  woman  recently  confined,  died  from  the  disease. 
This  is  the  only  fatal  case  that  has  occurred  in  your  District 
since  1901,  although  over  230  notifications  have  been 
received  since  the  beginning  of  that  year. 

Of  the  16  Betchworth  cases,  15  occurred  in  Brockham, 
all  but  two  being  children.  The  first  was  notified  on 
September  28th,  the  last  on  December  8tli.  The  outbreak 
centred  round  the  Public  Elementary  School  at  Brockham, 
and  was  fully  reported  on  at  your  meeting  on  November 
11th,  copies  being  duly  sent  to  the  Local  Government  Board 
and  the  County  Council  :  it  consisted  of  two  portions.  On 
September  27th  a  boy  at  school  commenced  with  scarlet 
fever,  and  it  was  then  found  that  a  family  attending  the 
school,  but  living  in  another  sanitary  district,  had  had 
several  slight  cases  overlooked  by  the  parents.  Four  of 
them  were  attending  school  and  one  had  commenced  to  peel. 

There  was  then  an  interval  of  over  three  weeks 
before  another  case  was  heard  of,  the  infection  being 
again  introduced  into  the  school  during  the  second  or 
third  week  in  October.  This  may  have  been  due  to 
another  unrecognised  attack,  or,  as  now  appears  more 
probable,  to  the  direct  transmission  from  child  to  child 
of  infection  occurring  in  the  earliest  stages  of  the  disease, 
and  before  a  diagnosis  was  possible,  the  first  child  of  the 
series  having  been  in  contact  with  the  germ  of  the  disease 
through  a  third  person  who  was  working  in  an  infected  area 
outside  your  District.  I,  however,  recommended  the  school 
to  be  closed  for  four  weeks  from  October  23rd,  after  which 
date  persons  from  only  three  fresh  households  were 
attacked.  Nine  houses  in  all  were  involved.  In  one 
instance  a  baby  had  a  mild  form  of  the  disease  for  which 
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medical  assistance  was  not  obtained,  and  subsequently  gave 
rise  to  three  other  cases. 

The  9  Nutfield  cases  were  in  8  houses  situated  in  the 
south  of  the  parish,  one  occurring  in  September,  five 
in  November,  and  three  in  December.  One  of  the  last 
three  was  probably  connected  with  the  September  case,  as- 
the  onset  was  18  days  after  a  patient  had  returned  from  the 
hospital  to  the  same  house.  The  outbreak  was  somewhat 
mysterious,  as,  although  the  majority  of  the  patients  were 
attacked  within  short  periods  of  each  other,  in  very  few 
instances  was  it  possible  to  trace  any  connection.  The 
question  of  milk  supply  was  investigated  very  carefully, 
both  the  persons  connected  therewith,  and  the  cows 
themselves,  being  examined  :  it  is  certain,  however,  that 
this  was  not  in  any  way  responsible. 

The  cases  elsewhere  were  sporadic  ones,  in  no  instance 
giving  rise  to  an  epidemic. 

Diphtheria. 

19  cases  were  notified  or  found  in  the  course  of 
enquiries  during  the  year,  15  separate  dwellings  being 
involved.  In  one  instance  the  diagnosis  was  probably 
incorrect,  as  repeated  bacteriological  examinations  failed 
to  reveal  the  presence  of  the  specific  micro-organism.  All 
the  patients  but  three  were  removed  to  hospital.  Three 
deaths  occurred,  possibly  a  somewhat  large  proportion  when 
the  year  is  taken  alone,  but  forming  a  total  of  only  17  for 
the  past  ten  years,  during  which  period  266  cases  have  been 
heard  of.  The  case-mortality  (6’4  per  cent.)  for  the  whole- 
period  is  by  no  means  high. 

One  of  the  cases  came  under  treatment  on  the  fourth, 
and  two  on  the  fifth  day  of  the  disease.  It  is  well  recognised 
that  antitoxin  has  little  effect  in  averting  a  fatal  termination 
as  regards  a  severe  case  when  its  administration  is  postponed 
till  so  late  a  period. 
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At  the  instance  of  the  Local  Government  Board  I  made 
a  special  report  on  the  occurrence  of  diphtheria  in  the  Parish 
of  South  Merstham  during  1908  and  previous  years.  The 
parish  has  had  a  relatively  good  record  in  this  respect  since 
I  have  had  the  honour  of  being  your  Medical  Officer  of 
Health.  With  a  population  of  nearly  1,200  there  have  only 
been  5  actual  cases  in  the  past  two  and  a  half  years. 

Beyond  a  group  of  three  cases  in  Charlesfield  Road, 
Horley,  there  has  been  nothing  worthy  of  the  name  of  an 
outbreak  during  the  year.  Here  a  slight  attack  had  been 
overlooked,  and  gave  rise  to  two  other  cases  in  the  same  road. 

Enteric  Fever. 

Of  the  two  cases  neither  showed  the  usual  reaction  with 
the  typhoid  bacillus.  One,  however,  appears  to  have  been 
an  infection  by  a  closely  allied  micro-organism,  giving  rise 
to  an  attack  usually  indistinguishable  clinically  from  enteric 
fever.  The  most  probable  source  of  infection  in  this, 
instance  was  watercress. 

Erysipelas. 

Only  7  cases  were  notified.  This  is  not  quite  a  record, 
as  4  were  reported  in  1890  and  6  in  1891  (the  first  two  years 
of  the  Notification  Act).  As  I  pointed  out  in  my  last  report, 
the  type  of  inflammation  of  the  skin  and  subjacent  tissues 
which  warrants  a  notification  is  a  variable  one  among 
different  medical  practitioners.  As  a  rule  little  benefit 
results  in  its  inclusion  in  the  list  of  notifiable  diseases,  at 
all  events  in  districts  of  this  character. 

No  cases  of  smallpox  or  puerperal  fever  were  notified 
during  the  year.  On  only  two  previous  occasions  during  the 
last  ten  years  has  there  been  no  instance  of  the  latter  disease. 
About  70  or  80  of  the  466  births  have  been  attended  by 
midwives  who  have  the  certificate  of  the  Central  Midwives 
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Board.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Borough  of  Reigate  a 

certain  number  of  confinements  are  attended  by  midwives 

living  therein,  and  certified  mid  wives  are  also  resident  in 

Walton-on-the-Hill,  Merstliam,  Chipstead,  South  Nutfield 
* 

and  Leigh,  in  all  but  the  last-named  the  midwives  being  the 
District  Nurses.  A  few  births  are  probably  attended  by 
uncertified  women,  but  this  will  be  illegal  after  March  31st, 
1910. 

Of  the  non-notifiable  diseases  the  only  epidemics  during 
the  year  have  been  of  measles  at  Walton-on-the-Hill,  and 
mumps  in  Merstliam  and  South  Nutfield.  Isolated  instances 
of  measles  have  been  reported  to  me  by  the  Head  Teachers 
in  Merstliam,  Leigh,  Horley  and  Outwood  ;  of  chicken-pox 
in  Chipstead,  Horley  and  South  Nutfield  ;  of  whooping 
cough  in  Walton-on-the-Hill  and  Horley.  The  only  death 
from  this  group  of  diseases  was  a  fatal  attack  of  measles  in 
South  Nutfield. 

As  regards  measles  and  whooping  cough,  handbills, 
calling  the  parents’  attention  to  the  serious  complications 
which  are  liable  to  arise,  are  sent  to  houses  where  cases 
are  heard  of. 


Phthisis. 

This  disease  is  subject  to  voluntary  notification,  the  fees 
payable  being  the  same  as  those  for  the  others.  Only  five 
cases  have  been  notified — 4  in  Horley,  1  in  Oharlwood — 
though  double  the  number  of  deaths  have  been  registered. 

Where  fatal  cases  occur  an  offer  of  disinfection  is  made. 
I  examine  samples  of  sputum  sent  by  medical  practitioners 
for  the  specific  organism.  Handbills  giving  directions  as  to 
the  treatment  of  sputum,  and  the  precautions  to  be  observed, 
are  sent  to  houses  where  cases  are  notified. 

In  future  years  a  larger  number  of  cases  will  probably 
be  heard  of,  since,  by  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis) 


21 


Regulations,  1908,  recently  issued  by  the  Local  Government 
Board,  all  cases  of  phthisis  occurring  in  Poor  Law 
Institutions,  and  in  the  poor-law  practices  of  District 
Medical  Officers,  must  be  notified  to  the  corresponding 
Medical  Officers  of  Health,  and  further  administrative 
action  will  be  necessary.  In  addition,  changes  of  address 
as  regards  the  latter  class  of  case  must  similarly  be 
notified,  so  far  as  is  possible,  by  the  Relieving  Officers. 
This  provision  should  be  very  valuable,  as  it  will  enable 
a  thorough  disinfection  of  the  premises  to  be  made  before  a 
new  tenant  has  taken  possession. 

The  subject  of  tuberculosis  is  likely  to  receive  increased 
attention  by  Local  Authorities  in  the  future,  especially  as 
regards  the  supervision  of  foods  liable  to  convey  infection,, 
and  cases  of  the  disease  in  which  the  home  accommodation 
is  insufficient  for  due  precautions  to  be  taken.  The  only 
public  institution  in  this  district  where  patients  (in  advanced 
or  early  stages)  can  be  received  gratuitously  is  the 
Workhouse  Infirmary  of  the  Reigate  Union.  There  is  no 
special  .  ward,  however,  and  the  Medical  Officer  informs 
me  that  about  15  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  are 
received  there  during  the  year.  The  provision  of 
accommodation  for  other  than  pauper  patients  is,  however, 
more  suitably  dealt  with  by  County  than  by  Rural  District 
Authorities. 


Laboratory  Work. 


I  have  examined  swabs  from  the  throats  or  noses  of 
persons  for  the  diphtheria  bacillus  as  under  : — 


Diphtheria 

bacillus 

found. 

Diphtheria 
bacillus 
not  found. 

Hofmann’s 

pseudo¬ 

diphtheria 

bacillus 

(alone) 

found. 

Total. 

Oases  of  suspected 
diphtheria 

65 

167 

11 

243 

Convalescent  patients 

116 

217 

14 

347 

Contacts 

13 

48 

1 

62 

School  absentees  ... 

31 

169 

48 

248 

99  A 

601 

74 

900 

This  total  compares  with  609  in  1907  and  166  for  the 
last  quarter  of  1906. 

During  my  absence  in  the  summer  Dr.  Bladder 
examined  42  further  swabs,  10  being  from  suspected  cases 
(4  positive),  15  from  convalescent  patients  (8  positive),  and 
9  from  contacts  (3  showing  the  presence  of  Hofmann’s 
bacillus,  the  remainder  being  negative). 

I  have  also  examined  22  samples  of  sputum,  the  tubercle 
bacillus  being  present  in  6  instances. 

4  samples  of  blood  have  been  examined  for  the  Widal 
(typhoid)  reaction,  all  with  a  negative  result.  In  one 
instance  a  good  reaction  Avas  given  Avith  the  paratyphoid 
bacillus. 

7  specimens  of  hair  have  been  examined  for  ringworm, 
the  fungus  being  found  in  4. 
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I  have  submitted  48  samples  of  water  to  bacteriological 
•examination,  and  41  to  chemical  analysis. 

All  the  reagents  and  media,  etc.,  have  been  made  in  my 
laboratory.  If  these  and  swabs  had  been  purchased,  the 
cost  would  have  been  about  £40.  Against  this  has  to  be 
placed  the  cost  of  material,  gas,  etc.,  a  figure  somewhat 
difficult  to  estimate,  but  certainly  not  exceeding  £2,  as  the 
glass  tubes  are,  subject  to  breakages,  used  over  and  over 
again. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population. 

If  the  increase  since  1901  has  been  at  the  same  rate  as 
that  between  1891  and  1901,  the  population  at  the  middle  of 
1908  (on  which  the  statistics  are  based)  should  be  19,137. 
Judging,  however,  by  the  number  of  new  houses  occupied 
annually,  with  some  allowance  for  those  which  are 
untenanted,  or  have  been  abandoned,  the  population  is 
more  likely  to  be  about  18,760,  and  I  have  used  this  figure 
accordingly.  If  the  discrepancy  at  the  next  census  is 
considerable,  the  figures  for  each  intermediate  year  will 
require  re-casting.  If  the  population  is  under-estimated,  it 
follows  that  both  the  birth  and  death-rates  have  been 
overstated. 

Birth  =  rate. 

466  births  were  registered  in  1908,  establishing  a  record, 
•  at  all  events  since  1891,  which  is  the  earliest  year  of  which 
I  have  any  details  in  this  respect.  The  birth-rate  is  24’8 
per  1,000,  which  is  also  a  record,  the  highest  previous  rate 
being  23*8  in  1906,  and  the  average  for  the  10  years  being 
22'7.  As  indicated  above,  however,  the  rate  may  actually  be 
a  lower  one. 
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Death  =  rate. 

166  deaths  were  registered  in  the  District,  7  of  them 
belonging  to  the  Borough  of  Reigate,  and  taking  place  in 
the  Isolation  Hospital  in  Horley  Parish.  Against  these  there 
were  80  deaths  of  persons  belonging  to  the  District  who  died 
either  in  the  Union  Infirmary,  the  Reigate  and  Redhill 
Hospital,  or  the  County  Asylum  at  Brookwood.  The  nett 
deaths  are  therefore  189,  giving  a  nett  death-rate  of  Phi 
per  1,000.  Two  of  the  deaths  were,  however,  those  of 
persons  not  really  belonging  to  the  District,  one  being  a 
suicide,  and  the  other  due  to  a  hunting  accident.  According 
to  the  instructions  issued  by  the  Local  Government  Board 
these  are  expected  to  be  included  in  the  nett  deaths  in 
Tables  I.  and  II.  ;  without  them  the  death-rate  is  a  fraction 
under  10  per  1,000.  The  rate  is  a  small  decimal  point 
higher  than  that  for  1907,  and  1*3  per  1,000  below  the 
average  for  the  past  ten  years.  If  the  population  is 
under-estimated,  the  figure  is  even  more  flattering.  More 
than  a  third  of  the  deaths  occurred  among  persons  of  65  and 
upwards.  14  were  over  80,  and  1  over  100. 

Table  IV.  shows  the  causes  of  death  at  the  different  ages, 
those  from  cancer  and  heart  disease  being  especially 
prominent. 


Zymotic  Death  =  rate. 

9  deaths  from  the  seven  principal  zymotic  diseases  were 
registered  (assuming  the  entries  under  “  enteritis  ”  to  be 
synonymous  with  “  diarrhoea  ”),  giving  a  zymotic  death- 
rate  of  0*47  per  1,000.  Leaving  out  the  enteritis  deaths,  the 
rate  is  only  0.27.  As  the  average  rate  for  the  past  84  years 
is  0*98,  even  the  higher  figure  is  less  than  half  the  average. 
This  is  largely  due  to  the  absence  of  any  fatal  epidemics  of 
measles  or  whooping  cough. 


Infantile  Mortality. 


Including  3  deaths  of  babies  belonging  to  the  Rural 
District  that  occurred  in  the  Union  Infirmary,  33  infants 
died  under  one  year  of  age,  giving  an  Infantile  Mortality 
figure  of  just  under  71  per  1,000  births.  This  has  only  twice 
been  lower,  and  is  14  per  1,000  below  the  average  for  the 
past  ten  years. 

Cards  giving  some  simple  suggestions  as  to  the  care  and 
feeding  of  infants  are  sent  in  suitable  instances  to  addresses 
where  births  have  occurred :  the  cards  lay  special  stress  on 
the  importance  of  breast  feeding. 

Table  V.  shows  the  causes  of  death  among  infants,  and 
the  ages  in  weeks  and  months  at  which  they  have  occurred. 
As  usual,  “  premature  birth  ”  figures  most  largely  (39  per 
cent.),  and  there  were  only  3  deaths  from  diarrhoea!  diseases. 

Table  II.  shows  the  births,  deaths,  and  deaths  under  one 
year  of  age  in  the  three  different  groups  of  parishes  into 
which  I  have  divided  the  district.  The  populations  are  too 
small  for  any  valid  conclusions  to  be  drawn  from  the  figures 
of  a  year,  but  when  the  populations  can  be  adjusted  on  the 
next  census  returns,  possibly  the  rates  may  be  worth 
calculating  over  the  whole  intercensal  period.  The  causes 
of  death  in  the  same  groups  are  similarly  shown  in  Table  IV. 

The  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901. 

As  no  outworkers  are  known  to  be  employed,  Tables 
I,  II.,  IV.  and  V.  of  the  Home  Office  are  alone  applicable  to 
the  District. 
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L—  INSPECTION. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or 

Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections. 

Written 

Notices. 

Prosecu¬ 

tions. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Factories  (including  Factory 

Laundries) 

1 

Workshops  (including  Work- 

shop  Laundries) 

Workplaces  (Other  than  Out¬ 
workers’  premises  included 

10 

in  Part  3  of  this  Report)  ... 

1 

Total  ... 

12 

27 


2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Particulars. 

(1) 


Nuisances  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts  : — * 

Want  of  cleanliness 
Want  of  ventilation 
Overcrowding  ... 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors  ... 
Other  nuisances... 

/insufficient 

t  Sanitary  unsuitable  or 
accom-  ■<  defective 

modation  not  separate  for 
\  sexes 

Offences  wider  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Acts  : — 
Illegal  occupation  of  under¬ 
ground  bakehouse  (s.  101) 
Breach  of  special  sanitary 
requirements  for  bake¬ 
houses  (ss.  97  to  100) 
Other  offences  ... 

(Excluding  offences  relat¬ 
ing  to  outwork  which 
are  included  in  Part  3 
of  this  report) 

Total 


Number  of  Defects. 

Number 
of  Pro¬ 
secutions. 

(5) 

Found. 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 
(4) 

1 

1 

$ 

1 

1 

*  Including  those  specified  in  sections  2,  3,  7  and  8,  of  the  Factory 
and  Workshop  Act  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

f  Sec.  22  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  is  in  force. 
The  standard  of  sufficiency  and  suitability  enforced  is  that  set  forth  in  the 
Sanitary  Accommodation  Order  of  Feb.  4th,  1903. 


4.— REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 


■Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

(1) 

Number. 

(2) 

Bakehouses 

9 

Laundries... 

4 

Other  workshops 

22 

Total  number  of  workshops  on  Register... 

35 

5.— OTHER  MATTERS. 


Class. 

(1) 

Number. 

(2) 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories : — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and 

Workshop  Act  (s.  133) 

Nil 

Action  taken  in  matters 

Notified  by  H.M. 

referred  by  H.M.' 

Inspector 

Nil 

Inspector  as  remedi¬ 
able  under  the  Public 

r 

Health  Acts,  but  not 

Reports  (of  action 

under  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act  (s.  5/ 

taken)  sent  to 

H.M.  Inspector... 

Nil 

Other  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

Nil 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  101)  : — 

Certificates  granted  during  the  year 

Nil 

In  use  at  the  end  of  the 

year  ... 

Nil 

The  following  list  shows  roughly  (for  the  reasons  given) 
the  general  work  carried-  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
during  the  year  : — 


General  Inspections  (Infectious 

disease,  etc.) 

i:u 

Re-inspections 

•  •  •  •  • 

14G 

House-to-house  inspections 

•  •  •  »  • 

208 

Factories,  workshops,  and  workplaces  inspected 

12 

Slaughterhouses  inspected 

•  •  «  •  • 

17 

Preliminary  notices  issued 

•  •  •  •  • 

92 

Statutory  notices  issued 

•  •  •  •  • 

9 

Letters  written 

•  •  •  •  • 

143 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ARTHUR  E.  PORTER, 
(Medical  Officer  of  Health). 

General  Sanitary  Matters. 

During  the  year  there  lias  been  a  change  in  the 
Sanitary  Inspector.  Mr.  J.  W.  King  had  practically 
ceased  work  in  the  early  summer  ;  his  successor,  Mr.  A.  J. 
Furnivall,  who  came  from  the  Urban  District  of  Edmonton, 
commenced  his  duties  in  the  second  week  of  December. 
Consequently  there  was  a  considerable  interval,  during 
which  the  work  falling  to  the  lot  of  a  Sanitary  Inspector  was 
omitted,  except  in  so  far  as  the  Sanitary  Surveyor  was  able 
to  attend  to  the  more  pressing  matters.  The  records  left 
by  Mr.  King  were  insufficient  for  his  successor  to  furnish 
me  with  complete  details  as  to  what  work  had  been 
accomplished  during  the  year,  and  the  subjoined  list  may 
perhaps  not  accurately  indicate  the  avhole  of  it.  Mr. 
Furnivall  displayed  great  energy  in  overtaking  arrears 
<luring  the  few  weeks  at  his  disposal.  As  showing  the 
lack  of  records  kept,  I  may  simply  refer  to  the  fact  that  only 
1(18  houses  were  mentioned  as  being  inspected  in  Mr.  King’s 
book,  whereas  he  and  I  visited  over  250  together  in  the 
early  part  of  the  year. 
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During  the  year  disinfection  of  rooms  at  81  premises, 
lias  been  carried  out,  and  1,302  articles  from  these 
premises  have  been  passed  through  the  steam  disinfector 
at  the  hospital. 
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Surrey  County  Asylum  at  Brookwood. 


TABLE  III. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  during  the  \ear  19o8. 
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TABLE  V.  Infantile  Mortality  during  the  Year  1908. 

Deaths  from  Stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age. 
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The  District  is  the  whole  of  the  Reigate  Rural  District.  Population,  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1908,  18,760.  Births  in  the  year  :  Legitimate,  4 53;  illegitimate,  13. 

Deaths  in  the  year  :  Legitimate  infants,  30  ;  illegitimate  infants,  3.  Deaths  from  all  causes  at  all  ages,  189. 


